
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2014 Final Report

D ate: March 01, 2019

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Crow-Hassan Prairie Complex Restoration and Enhancement

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $370,000

Manag er's  Name: John Moriarty
O rg anizatio n: Three Rivers Park District
Ad d ress : 12615 Co. Rd. 9
C ity: Plymouth, MN 55441
O ff ice Numb er: 763-694-7842
Email: john.moriarty@threeriversparks.org
Web site: http://www.threeriversparks.org/

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2014, C h. 256, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 2( j)

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $370,000 in the second year is to the commissioner of natural resources for an agreement with Three Rivers Park
District to restore and enhance prairie habitat within the Crow-Hassen Park Reserve. A restoration and enhancement plan and a list of
proposed land restorations and enhancements must be provided as part of the required accomplishment plan.

C o unty Lo catio ns: Hennepin

Eco  reg io ns  in which wo rk  was  co mp leted :

Metro / Urban

Activity typ es:

Restore
Enhance

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest
Prairie

Summary of  Accomplishments:

The Crow-Hassan Prairie Complex Restoration and Enhancement restored 246 acres of prairie, 28 acres of forest and enhanced 500
acres of prairie within a larger prairie complex totalling 1200 acres. This is the largest prairie complex in the metro area.  It will provide
excellent breeding and nesting habitat for waterfowl, grassland birds, and other wildlife. 

Process & Methods:

The Crow-Hassan Prairie, where restoration was initiated in 1969, is the oldest, largest, and best restored grassland in the Metro region. 
It currently covers approximately 850 acres of prairie, fire managed woodlands, and wetlands.  This project will convert an additional 246
acres of old field into prairie and tie in 28 more acres of woodlands into the burn plan.  When completed the project will create a fire
managed habitat complex in excess of 1200 acres, which includes over 200 acres of shallow lakes and wetlands.  

The complex will provide excellent nesting habitat for waterfowl,  sandhill cranes, Trumpeter Swans, grassland birds, many of which are
SG CNs, as well as, numerous species of mammals and reptiles, including state T&E species.  The forb diversity on the existing and
proposed restorations will provide excellent habitat for native pollinators. 

While the site is not open for general hunting, it does host special permit archery hunts and the adjacent Crow River provides a variety
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of fishing opportunities.  There are also several  lakes open for waterfowl hunting within 1 mile of the Crow Hassan Prairie. 

The project included planting 246 acres of prairie that required site prep (burn, spray, brush removal, plowing), seeding, and
maintenance spraying and mowing.  We also added selected forb and grass species to 500 acres of existing prairie.  The 28 acres of
woodlands were brushed and burned to stimulate savanna habitat. 

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposit ion:

We did not have any partners on the project. Our park users were supportive and pleased to have the increased diversity. We did not
have any opposition to the work, even when we removed trees from some of the units. We have interest from U of M researchers for
future partnerships on monitoring insect diversity.

Addit ional Comments:
Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program

The biggest challenge with these projects was the weather, especially in regards to burning. We had several weather delays, but were
able to get the site prep burns and the first prairie management burn completed. We were not able to get the woodland burns
completed. Those sites have been incorporated into our management plans for future burns, hopefully in 2019. 

We were able to conduct a simultaneous butterfly reintroduction, that was outside of the scope of this grant, into the enhanced
portions of the prairie. The Park District purchased and planted 10,000 violet plants over 4 years and then released 24 Regal Fritillaries
in late summer of 2016. Surveys in 2018 counted hundreds of Regals with a prairie wide population estimate of several thousand.

Other Funds Received:

Not Listed

Ho w were the fund s  used  to  ad vanced  the p ro g ram:

Not Listed

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are
expended:

The new prairie and woodland units have been incorporated into the Crow-Hassan prairie maintenance program within the Wildlife
Section, which is funded with Three Rivers operation funds. The program included prescribed burn schedule, invasive species
monitoring and control, and forb seed supplementation. 

The new sites will be added to our seed collection sites for future use at Crow-Hassan and other park district prairies. 

The site was visited by the MNDNR Legacy Fund evaluation team in the summer of 2018 and they found the restoration was diverse and
growing well. We will build on their evaluation as a base for future assessments. Their report is attached. 

Outcomes:
The original accomplishment plan stated the program would
P ro g rams in metro p o litan urb aniz ing  reg io n:

A network of natural land and riparian habitats will connect corridors for wildlife and species in greatest conservation need
Core areas protected with highly biologically diverse wetlands and plant communities, including native prairie, Big Woods, and oak
savanna
G ame lakes are significant contributors of waterfowl, due to efforts to protect uplands adjacent to game lakes

Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?

The restoration project completes a core 1200 acre prairie complex that is connected to the Crow River corridor. 

We have added the new units into our survey protocols for birds, insects, and reptiles to assess the use by prairie specialist species.
We established photo point stations in the new units and will be adding plant survey transects to monitor the diversity of the
vegetation. 
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Budget Spreadsheet

Final Budget line item reallocations are allowed up to 10% and do not need require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Total Amount: $370,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name Request S pent Cash Leverag e (anticipated) Cash Leverag e (received) Leverag e S o urce T o ta l (o rig ina l) T o ta l (fina l)
Perso nnel $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Co ntra cts $370,000 $328,400 $0 $0 $370,000 $328,400
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Direct Suppo rt Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $30,000 $0 $0 $0 $30,000
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $370,000 $358,400 $0 $0 $370,000 $358,400

Explain any budget challenges or successes:

Not Listed

All revenues received by the recipient that have been generated f rom activit ies on land with money
f rom the OHF:
Total Revenue: $0
Revenue Spent: $0
Revenue Balance: $0
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 246 246 28 28 0 0 274 274
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 500 500 0 0 0 0 500 500

To ta l 0 0 746 746 28 28 0 0 774 774

T ab le 1b . Ho w many o f  these P rairie acres  are Native P rairie?

T ype Native Pra irie  (o rig ina l) Native Pra irie  (fina l)
Resto re 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0
Enha nce 0 0

To ta l 0 0

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $264,000 $264,000 $56,000 $44,400 $0 $0 $320,000 $308,400
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $50,000 $50,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $50,000 $50,000

To ta l $0 $0 $314,000 $314,000 $56,000 $44,400 $0 $0 $370,000 $358,400

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 274 274 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 274 274
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 500 500 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 500 500

To ta l 774 774 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 774 774
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T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $320,000 $308,400 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $320,000 $308,400
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $50,000 $50,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $50,000 $50,000

To ta l $370,000 $358,400 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $370,000 $358,400

Automatic system calculation / not entered by managers

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  (o rig inal)

0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  ( f inal)

0

Explain the success/shortage of  acre goals:

Not Listed
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

Hennepin
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Cro w-Ha ssa n Pa rk Res erve 12023218 774 $370,000 Yes

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type protect.

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Completed Parcel: Crow-Hassan Park Reserve

# o f T o ta l Acres: 774
Co unty: Hennepin
T o wnship: 120
Rang e: 23
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 18
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest: 28
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land: 746
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
T o ta l co st o f Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $370,000
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Parcel Map

Crow-Hassan Prairie Complex Restoration and
Enhancement

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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